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ÒNow  I  Have to L ear n Window s Vi sta!Ó 
Preached by Don Childers 

At The United Church of Los Alamos 
May 13, 2007 

Text: Acts 16:9-15 
 

 As a PC-user I am growing tired of every few years having to learn a 

new program.  I liked Windows 3.1 but then had to learn Windows 95 which I 

did not like as well.  Then there was Windows Millennium, then “XP” and now 

“Vista”.  Change, it happens all the time. 

 Before the Nineteenth Century change was a slow process.  You could 

leave your hometown and return decades later and it probably would look 

about the same.  Even the Nineteenth Century was pretty slow by our 

standards.  Then the Twentieth Century and in particular since World War II 

the changes just continue to come faster and faster.  Look away for a second 

and when you look back everything has changed.   

 

 Change is difficult to cope with in any time but in our time when things 

change so frequently most of us reach a point where we draw our line in the 

sand and say “no more”.  Much of church fighting over the last few decades has 

not been about the great theological issues but fights over technological 

changes and organizational changes.  Most of our facilities have not been 

designed for the innovations and technology that is now common and even 

expected.  Add to that the profound changes that have and are occurring in 
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theology and biblical and scientific understanding due to new discoveries and 

the changes become overwhelming. 

Paul Tillich wrote a book in 1948 titled, The Shaking of the 

Foundations.1   Tillich was born in Prussia in 1886 and taught philosophy and 

theology at the universities of Marburg, Dresden, Leipzig and Frankfurt.  As a 

leader in the Religious Socialist movement his activities brought him into 

conflict with the Nazi movement and he was forced to leave Germany in 1933 

shortly before Hitler assumed power.  From 1933-1955, Paul Tillich was a 

professor at Union Theological Seminary in New York.  He then went to 

Harvard and from there to the University of Chicago.  Tillich died in 1965.   

 Tillich begins the book with a sermon titled, “The Shaking of the 

Foundations,” where he quotes from Jeremiah, “I look out on earth…and lo, all 

is chaos; I look at heaven…its light is gone; I look out on the mountains…they are 

trembling, and the hills are swaying.”2 Tillich writes, “The Bible has always told 

us of the beginning and the end of the world.”3 Tillich believed that God shakes 

the foundations of the world and of our lives in order to prepare us for 

something new.  Tillich writes, 

 This is the way in which God had spoken to our generation about the 
shaking of the foundations.  We had forgotten about such shaking.  And it was 
science, more than anything else, which had made us forget it.  It was not science 
as knowledge, but rather science for the purpose of hidden idolatry, for the 
purpose of persuading us to believe in our earth as the place for the establishment 

                                                
1 The Shaking of the Foundations, Paul Tillich, Charles ScribnerÕs Sons, 1948. 
2 Jeremiah 4:23-30.  Tillich, The Shaking of the Foundations, p. 1. 
3 Ibid.  p. 3.  
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of the Kingdom of God, to believe in ourselves as those through whom this was to 
be achieved.  There were prophets of this idolatry—false prophets as they were 
called by Jeremiah—who cried, “Progress, infinite progress!  Peace, universal 
peace!  Happiness, happiness for everyone!”  And now what has happened?  That 
same science, in the saving power of which these false prophets believed, has 
utterly destroyed that idolatry.”4 
 
 Tillich, reflecting on the experience of World War II points out how our 

great knowledge has been used to destroy and it has done a very good job at 

doing just that.  He writes, “The destruction is such that we, who have not 

experienced it, cannot even imagine it…And yet, I see American soldiers 

walking through the ruins of these cities, thinking of their own 

country, and seeing with visionary clarity the doom of its towns and 

cities.  I know that this has happened, and is still happening.  There 

are soldiers who have become prophets, and their message is not very 

different from the message of the ancient Hebrew prophets.  It is the 

message of the shaking of the foundations, and not those of their 

enemies, but rather those of their own country.”5 

 What ever gave us the idea that life was going to move along secure and 

predictable lines?  This has been a recent idea in human experience.  The idea 

that we can control our destinies, the idea that we can overcome chaos, the 

idea that we can prevent catastrophe is recent and as Tillich says is a form of 

idolatry.  We come to expect that if we do the right things, work hard, join the 

church, give money to charity, and obey the law that all will go fine for us.  

                                                
4 Tillich, Shaking of the Foundations, p.5. 
5 Tillich, The Shaking of the Foundations, p.7. 
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Then when something intrudes, when illness strikes, when death intervenes, 

when a tornado hits, when our job is outsourced, when the climate changes we 

begin to believe that we have somehow caused it and more than that we 

believe we can correct it.   

 I am one of those.  I have been raised with the idea that if we can just 

understand something and if we just work hard enough we can control it.  If I 

can just do a better job of planning, be more disciplined; be more faithful, I 

can escape the shaking.  I can learn to manage people, I can learn to manage 

my life, and I can learn to be successful.  It is an illusion. 

 Unfortunately it is an illusion that we put great energy into promoting, 

even within religious circles.  Liberals tend to believe that we can overcome 

the rages of the world by putting in more effort and conservatives believe that 

we can overcome the ravages of our personal lives by putting in more effort.  

One of the most popular twists on the gospel message is what has been called 

the “Positive Confession Movement” or the “Prosperity Gospel”, or the “Word-

Faith Movement.”  Many of the current popular religious personalities such 

as Kenneth Hagin, Kenneth Copeland, Robert Tilton, Benny Hinn, Paul and 

Jan Crouch and others today promote this theology.  Gary E. Gilley writes, 

“They believe that faith works like a mighty power and that through faith we 
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obtain anything that we want---health, wealth, success, whatever.”6   Indeed if 

you go to the website of Kenneth Copeland there is an article by Gloria 

Copeland that states,  

“You never hear anyone say, ‘Oh my, I have more time than I need…I 
have more money than I can use…I have so many solutions, I’m having 
to hunt problems just to keep up!’  Such words sound ridiculous in a 
world ruled by scarcity and lack.  Yet, those are the kind of words you 
and I should be saying all the time.  After all as born-again Children of 
God, we don’t belong to this pitiful world.  We’re in it, Jesus said, ‘but 
we’re not of it’.  We belong to the kingdom of God---and there are no 
shortages in that kingdom.”7 
 
 The article goes on to say  
 
“It is on the inside right now, you as a believer, have everything you will 
ever need and everything God has ever promised.  The extra $500 a 
month you need for your family is there.  The new car you need is in 
there.  The healing you need, the answers you need, the miracles you 
need---all of them are right there in your heart.”8  
 
 We can hear a similar gospel message in the non-religious world where 

modern “consultants” tell us that if we just do “A, B, and C” we will have the 

results we desire.   

In a world that is constantly changing, in a time in which things are in 

flux a message like that resonates well with our culture---a culture that 

believes that we can do whatever we put our mind to doing.  Though we can do 

much and though we should never shirk from trying to do the idea that 

                                                
6 ÒThe Word-Faith MovementÓ, by Gary E. Gilley from ÒThink on These ThingsÓ, April 1999, by Gilley 
pastor of Southern View Chapel, Springfield, IL.  Found at http://www.rapidnet.com/-
jbeard/bdm/Psychology/char/more/w-f.htm.  
7 http://:www.kcm.or/studycenter/articles/faith_hope/go_with_flow.php.   ÒGo With the Flow!Ó by Gloria 
Copeland. 
8 Copeland, ÒGo with the FlowÓ, Ibid.  
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somehow we can control everything within and outside of us runs counter to 

experience and history.   

 

The Apostle Paul originally was not a follower of Jesus.  Paul grew up 

in the ancient city of Tarsus and was known in that time by the name “Saul”.  

He was a faithful person who desired to serve God with his whole life.  So 

when some pointed out that the new Jewish movement centered around Jesus 

was a threat to Judaism, Saul enthusiastically volunteered to try to curtail 

the movement. 

The story is that he was on his way to Damascus with letters of arrest 

that would have been honored by the Roman occupational force.  These 

documents would give Saul the authority to bring certain followers of Christ 

back to Jerusalem where they would stand trial and presumably be executed 

by the religious authorities.  In matters of religion the Roman Empire had a 

policy of pretty much allowing the occupied country to do as they pleased. 

On the way Saul was struck down by what some described as a 

lightening strike.  We know this happens as it happened to one of our former 

pastors, George Easley.  Saul said that in that moment he saw Jesus and 

Jesus spoke to him.  Suddenly everything Saul had believed was in shambles.   

Saul was taken to Damascus, blind and shattered.  The real miracle 

was that a follower of Jesus, knowing Saul’s reputation and mission, came to 

him and ministered to him even healing him.  This act of love, to an enemy 
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totally shattered the foundations of Saul’s life.  Ananais stayed with Saul and 

Saul eventually became a disciple of Jesus, changing his name to Paul.9 

Paul encountered other changes.  Quite content to work within the 

familiar surroundings of Jerusalem and Israel Paul enjoyed his new faith and 

his new friends.  Then, as we learn in the 16th chapter Paul has a vision that 

he is to go to Greece, the land of the Gentiles, a place an orthodox Jew would 

be uncomfortable.  Not to worry, there were Jewish synagogues in Greece.  So 

Paul left and traveled to Macedonia arriving in Neopolis.  They went to 

Philippi, a Roman colony and spent several days there.  They apparently did 

not find a Jewish synagogue but heard that there was a community of Jewish 

people who met at a place by the river.  Going there who did they see but a 

group of women and in particular met one woman, Lydia who was a 

businesswoman and leader of the group.  She accepted the message Paul 

brought and became the first convert in Greece---a woman---a 

businesswoman---a former Gentile.  The foundations were shaking again! 

Paul would go on to understand that in Christ there were no longer the 

artificial divisions made by humankind, cultures, or even scripture.  In Christ, 

he would write, “there is now neither Jew nor Gentile, slave nor free, male nor 

female.”  Out of Paul’s foundation shaking experience came a new idea and 

understanding of God’s inclusive love. 

                                                
9 Acts 9:1-31 
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The prophet Isaiah wrote, “The foundations of the earth do shake.  

Earth breaks to pieces, earth is split in pieces.  Earth shakes to pieces, 

earth reels like a drunken man.  But Lift your eyes to the heavens and 

look upon the earth beneath.  For the heavens shall vanish away like 

smoke, the earth shall grow old like a robe; the world itself will 

crumble.  But my righteousness, says God, shall be forever and my 

salvation shall know no end.”10 

Faith and the knowledge that life is not predictable can give us a real 

freedom.  We have the freedom to change and the freedom to endure the 

changes around us.  When our foundation is in God we will be enabled to 

withstand and to even understand when the world shakes. 

Many years ago I met a 90 plus year old gentleman who taught me a 

good lesson.  I met him at Church Camp where he volunteered every summer 

at EVERY---EVERY-youth camp.  He told me that he had everything in 

control in his life.  He was an accountant by trade and made good, solid 

investments in his pension plan at the company that he worked for over forty 

years.  He had a secure retirement, the result of good, hard work.   

Then the company was being bought out and in that time, in the 1960s 

the purchasing company bought the pension plan and could use it anyway they 

chose.  The buy-out was going through and so he assumed that he could get 

ahead of the problem by taking early retirement.  He would have his pension 

                                                
10 Isaiah 24:18-20 
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secure.  But it did not happen that way.  He received his pension for one-year 

and then the new company capitalized the pension fund and overnight forty 

years of saving vanished. 

I asked him what he did.  He said for a time he was very bitter.  He lost 

everything.  As he got older he was forced to move in with his sisters.  He told 

me that one day he had to let go of his anger and recognize that things were as 

they were.  Yes, it was unfair and unethical what had happened to him.  But, 

he said, sitting around and feeling sorry would only make his life miserable.  

So he began volunteering at his church.  He began to work with the youth and 

that became a new passion.  So here he was, over 90 years old, vibrant, happy, 

centered, joyful, and one of the best counselors at church camp.  He said, there 

are no guarantees but our faith is a solid foundation. 

We can do much and should try but we delude ourselves if we believe 

that we can control everything.  God is not our servant but we are to serve God.  

When the foundations shake we should be asking, “what new thing can we 

learn” and we should realize that God brings new things out of the chaos.  

amen. 


