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“Consequences” 
Ezekiel 17: 22-24 
August 13, 2006 

 
 Welcome to this Sunday.  We are beginning to 

conclude our summer series on the beautiful windows 

of the United Church.  Today’s focus is on a window 

that was close to the heart of Robert Brownlee who 

designed many of our windows---today we focus on the 

Ezekiel Window.  I want to share some reflections 

that Robert Brownlee made about the window. 

 Robert Brownlee comments that when he was 

growing up he and his cousins were exposed to many 

parts of the Old Testament.  In the Brownlee family, he 

writes, there was a minister in each generation.  He 

was somewhat relieved when his cousin Bill became a 

prime candidate.  Bob writes, “Al so i f  h e w ere  t o 

become a  mi n i st er,  t h e h ea t  w ou l d  be of f  t h e re st  
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of  us.Ó  His cousin became Professor of Religion at 

Duke University and later at Claremont College.  

 Robert Brownlee has a special love for the Book of 

Ezekiel.  He discovered that his cousin also had a love 

for the ancient book. Robert writes, ÒI r ea l l y  donÕt  

w i sh  t o d escr i be w h a t  t h e w i ndow Õs symbol s mean  

t o me.  I  h ope t h a t  i nst ead  you  w i l l  be l ed  t o re ad  

t h e book  and  d eci de f or  your sel f  w h a t  symbol s you  

l i k e and /or w ou l d  p re f er. Ó 

 The Ezekiel window was given by Martha and 

Gene Zukas in celebration of their 40th anniversary 

and other couples celebrating the same anniversary in 

1983 including: Wilma and Frank Durham, Addie 

Leah and Robert Brownlee, Lucille and Morris Rea, 

Jessie and Doug Venable, and Shirley and Sherman 

Rabideau.  The artist was Robert Brownlee in 

collaboration with his cousin, Professor William H. 
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Brownlee.  The window was dedicated on September 

30, 1984. 

-1- 

 Ezekiel is a fascinating book.  There are many, 

many sermons within the book including of course the 

famous “Valley of Dry Bones” theme.  The book has 

engendered a wide range of discussion. 

 As recently as July 26, 2006 CNN’s correspondent 

Kyra Phillips invited Jerry Jenkins and Joel C. 

Rosenberg onto the program interviewing them about 

their view that the Rapture is near.  The catalyst for 

this was or is the current conflict in the Middle East.  

Rosenberg is authoring a fictional novel titled, The 

Ezekiel Option, The Copper Scroll again about the last 

days.  During the interview Rosenberg said, ÒIÕve been  

i nvi t ed  t o t h e Wh i t e House, Capi t ol  Hi l l , Members  

of  Congr ess, Isra el i s, Ara b l eaders  a l l  w a n t  t o 
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unders t a nd  t h e Mi dd l e East  t h ro ugh  t h e l ens of  

bi bl i ca l  pro ph eci es.  IÕm w ri t i ng t h ese novel s t h a t  

k eep  seemi n gl y  t o come t ru e.  Bu t  w eÕre  seei ng 

Bi bl e pro ph ecy , bi t  by  bi t ; un f ol d  i n  t h e Mi dd l e 

East  ri gh t  now .Ó1  This is one way people have used 

Ezekiel. 

 Then of course there is another use: a group of 

people who believe that Ezekiel confirms that aliens 

from outside our solar system have visited Earth.  

Some hold the view that the vision of a fiery “wheel” 

that Ezekiel describes is actually a description of an 

alien spacecraft.  A casual search of the web discovers 

that apparently this view is so powerful that there are 

many Christian apologists who have tried to refute this 

claim expending great energy and writing to do so.  

Kyle Butt felt it necessary to write a book, Ezekiel’s 

                                                
1 ÒCNN or CBN? Phillips asks apocalypse authors: ÔAre we living in the last days?Ó, 
http://mediamatters.org.  July 26, 2006. 
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Vision: An Alien UFO, to challenge directly the view 

that Ezekiel saw an alien space craft.2 The author 

states, ÒEzek i el  d i d  not  see a  UFO!  He w as a l l ow ed  

t h e speci a l  p ri vi l ege of  bei ng ca l l ed  by  God  

t h ro ugh  an  a ma zi n g vi si on  of  t h e h eaven l y  h ost .Ó3 

 Ezekiel is indeed a fascinating book that 

engenders a wide range of reactions and viewpoints.   

-2- 

 Ezekiel lived within an extremely traumatic time 

for Judah, a time that challenged their faith and soul.   

The Middle East at that time was as volatile as it is 

today.  The major players were Assyria, Egypt and 

Babylon and caught between these major powers were 

many lesser powers including Israel and Judah.  The 

time period we are talking about is the early 6th 

century B.C.   

                                                
2 Apologetics Press, http://apologeticspress.org/articles/2625.  
3 http://www.apologeticspress.org/article/2625.  
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 In 612 B.C. the Assyrian Empire fell to Babylon 

and Babylon dominated the Middle East.  Babylon, 

modern day Iraq, had a simple policy as they assumed 

control.  A nation could freely practice their religion, 

conduct their affairs, as long as they paid tribute to 

Babylon and did not cause any trouble.   

 Judah, encouraged by the prophets and religious 

leaders, came to the conclusion that God wanted them 

to revolt against Babylon.  God, the prophets asserted 

would reestablish the Davidic Kingdom of old.   

Disagreeing with this interpretation were a few 

prophets among them Jeremiah and Ezekiel.  They 

were ignored, arrested, and in the case of Jeremiah 

there was an attempt to kill him for his unpatriotic 

and unfaithful ideas.   

 The combination of nationalism and religion led 

Judah to withhold tribute from Babylon—to effectively 
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revolt.  In two different invasions Babylon conquered 

Judah, destroyed the defenses of Jerusalem, forced 

thousands to live in Exile in Babylon and worse of all 

burned the Temple to the ground. 

 The survivors, including Ezekiel tried to come to 

terms with this stunning defeat of Israel and Judah 

and come to terms with the absence of any 

intervention of God---even to save the Holy Temple.  

Joseph Blenkinsopp writes in his commentary on 

Ezekiel,  

 “The critical years leading up to and following the 
destruction of Jerusalem were fatal to many prophetic 
reputations.  Optimistic prophets like Hananiah, who put 
their reputations on the line with short-term predictions 
of Babylonian defeat (Jer.28) were obviously and quickly 
discredited.  But even those like Jeremiah who foresaw 
disaster even while trying to stave it off did not emerge 
unscathed….Conflict within prophetic circles, amply in 
evidence in Jeremiah and Ezekiel, and a growing public 
skepticism and disillusionment with respect to prophets 
in general, testify to the crisis that prophecy was 
undergoing at the time.  What was worse, disillusionment 
with prophecy inevitably induced loss of confidence in the 
reality, power and justice of the God in whose name the 
prophets spoke.”4 
                                                
4 Blenkinsopp, Joseph, Ezekiel, Interpretation Series.   (John Knox Press, 1990), p.12-13. 



 8 

-3- 

 Ezekiel attempted to make sense of the tragedy 

that had befallen Judah and to find some hope for the 

future.  Much of his oracles are about judgment.  He 

along with others concluded that the tragedy that 

happened to Judah, Jerusalem and the Temple 

occurred because the Jewish people had abandoned 

the principles of God and thus had been punished for 

their sinfulness.   

 Ezekiel also had a vision of restoration confident 

that God had not abandoned the Jews.  He insists that 

Israel will not remain in Exile forever, that God would 

restore a whole Israel and that God would enter into a 

new covenant with the people.  Ezekiel saw that there 

would be a new Temple, all potential foes to God’s rule 
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would be eliminated, and the new Temple would sit 

amid the reconstituted Twelve Tribes of Israel.5 

-4- 

 Actions have consequences some intended and 

some unintended.  Ezekiel would say that ignoring of 

various covenantal laws resulted in the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the Temple.   

 Actions have consequences.  Jesus said that we 

would know a tree by its fruits.  Again and again Jesus 

stated that our actions as followers of God speak more 

than our words.  He advised people not to seek an eye 

for an eye even though it was legally acceptable.  Why-

-because vengeance and violence begets vengeance 

and violence. In the Middle East today there are new 

cycles of violence and revenge being created moment 

by moment.  So Jesus said that a different action 

might end the cycle of violence---“turn the other 
                                                
5 InterpreterÕs Bible, p.1086. 
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cheek”---return hate with love.  Actions have 

consequences. 

 Paul would affirm this when he talked about the 

setting the mind on “heavenly things” such as love, 

forgiveness, mercy, kindness, and faithfulness.  These 

are not only a reflection of living “in Christ” but have 

the potential of changing the world. 

-5- 

 Dr. Newell Williams who spoke at the Kirkpatrick 

Institute several weeks ago talked at length about 

intended and unintended consequences.  He used an 

example that was close to the experience of the 

Hebrews in the time of Ezekiel.6   Prior to the U.S. 

entry into World War I the majority of Protestant 

churches encouraged and supported U.S. involvement 

against Germany and Hungary.  Please remember this 

was at the turn of the 20th century and the 
                                                
6 Kirkpatrick Institute sponsored by Brite Divinity School, TCU, held in Santa Fe, New Mexico, July 2006. 
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combatants in this conflict were European kings, 

chancellors, and czars who for the most part were 

related.  This was another in a long series of European 

wars for control and land.   

 The churches and many political leaders believed 

it was “God’s will” to enter the war and destroy the 

German nations.  Some pastors called for the 

extermination of the German race.  In 1917, due in 

large part to the encouragement of mainline Protestant 

pastors, the U.S. entered the war. 

 After the war, as veterans returned home with 

stories of horror, as it became clear that the war did 

not make the “world safe for democracy” as believed, 

sentiment changed.  Dr. Williams pointed out that an 

unintended consequence was the radical decline of 

membership in mainline Protestant churches.  Like in 

the time of Ezekiel people became suspect of the 
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prophets.  Dr. Williams warned that current 

enthusiastic support of wars in the Middle East fanned 

by a belief that this will bring the return of Christ 

might have a similar effect in future years. 

 Actions have consequences.  On a personal level 

the way we live speaks more than the words we say or 

the organization to which we belong.  Jesus time and 

time again advocated that our actions should reflect 

the grace that we have received from God and reflect 

love.   

 I did not particularly like Miss Wilson, my high 

school math teacher.  We perceived her as mean and 

inflexible---an old maid whose whole life centered on 

teaching mathematics and seemingly making our lives 

miserable.  She was tough, dedicated, and passionate. 

 In my junior year of high school I returned to the 

church after decades of absence.  During a worship 
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service I went forward, which is the tradition in 

Disciple of Christ churches, to rededicate and transfer 

my membership.  In my spiritual walk this is one of 

the significant moments for me.  After the service one 

of the first persons who tearfully hugged me and 

welcomed me into the church was Miss Wilson.  I did 

not even fathom that she attended church let alone the 

church I had just joined.  Of course I found out that 

being a fellow church member had absolute no effect 

because Miss Wilson never showed favoritism.   

 Yet, I began to see Miss Wilson differently.  I was a 

math major so in my senior year I was privileged to be 

in a class of five advanced students who worked 

closely with Miss Wilson.  I began to notice her intense 

dedication to students and teaching. 

 In college this was reaffirmed one day during a 

college math class.  My friend Ernie and I sailed 
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through the class easily getting “A”s.  It seemed at 

every point when the professor said that a formula or 

process was one that we should have learned in high 

school Ernie and I would look at each other and 

remember that Miss Wilson had driven this into us.  

By the same token each time the professor said that 

something was not that important we remembered 

Miss Wilson saying the same thing. 

 Toward the end of the semester the professor 

asked us who our high school teacher had been.  

When we said “Miss Wilson” he said, “I should have 

known!”  He went on, “Miss Wilson’s students have 

consistently had little to no trouble with college math 

and have been among the most well prepared students 

for college. She is one of the most dedicated, 

committed, and faithful math teachers I have ever 

known.”   
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 Miss Wilson put her faith into action in her 

profession and life.  She was not mean as we once 

believed but dedicated---she knew what we needed to 

learn.  She did not mind the snide remarks in the 

hallway nor the names some called her by---her goal 

was to teach math and produce the best equipped 

college students she was able to do.  To this very day I 

hold Miss Wilson as one of the saints who taught me 

the difference between living for a higher goal and just 

living.   

 Ezekiel’s hope came to pass.  A generation later 

Babylon waned and a new power emerged in the 

Middle East, Persia.  Cyrus allowed the Hebrew people 

to return home and eventually the city of Jerusalem 

was repaired and a new Temple was built.   

 Actions have consequences and Ezekiel is one 

voice that reminds that how we act has an effect on 
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the world we create.  Our message is that if we will 

follow Christ and live “in Christ” then one day the 

world will be as God intends it to be.  Amen. 


