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| want to share with you another passage of scriptureN this one from

Paul® letter to the Corinthians:

Love is patient, love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; does
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never ends!

This famous passage is often used in weddings as a model for couples to
follow. Although that is an appropriate use of the passage such use begins to
feed into the popular notions of love as Gouchy-feelyGand Mot really practicalO

Our modern world with its many books, television shows, and movies has
tended to make love into an emotion---a GeelingGas Kathleen shared a couple of
weeks ago. Rather than a feeling, Kathleen shared that love should be a QerbG-
an action---something done rather than just felt.

Many years ago a friend of mine from India commented that he could not
understand the American concept of QoveO In his culture marriages were
arranged by parents. Couples did have choice but most of the time they agreed
to the decision of parents as to whom would be a good partner. | participated in
one such Christian wedding where two persons from India were married, the

marriage being arranged decades before by the respective families. When |

! | Corinthians 13: 4-8a



asked my friend about QoveChe commented that he could not understand our
superficial attitude toward love. We talk about Galling into loveGand Galling out of
loveGin a casual and cavalier manner, he said. How could we love someone
until we knew them? He shared that when he married his wife he did not QdoveO
her---he liked her and they shared common values. Now after years of walking
and living together in marriage, he and she had grown to love each other. Love,
my friend, would say is a verb.

In the scriptures love is an action or at its best is a definition of being. God
is described as being love. We are compelled by Jesus to love---to love God---to
love our neighbor as we love ourselves.
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If we look more closely at the Mark text and the Pauline text we might
notice something interesting. It is something that we find again and again in the
teachings and actions of Jesus. Love IS a verb!

According to the Mark text after the scribe answers Jesus(juestion Jesus
responded that the scribe was “not far from God’s kingdom”.

In the Luke text® Jesus follows his answer with the story of the Good
Samaritan® in which love occurs through the action of the Samaritan toward a
man beaten and left to die. In contrast the religious leaders, by implication, did

not demonstrate love when they avoided the man.

2 Luke 10: 25-28
3 Luke 10:25-37



In the Matthew text* Jesus again repeats the Great Commandment. A few
chapters later Jesus will say that the sole criterion for gaining admission to
heaven was whether or not persons showed love to the least by helping them in
times of need”.

In the Pauline text, 1 Corinthians 13 Paul describes the action of love as:

o More than words
As kind, patient, never jealous, boastful, rude, or proud.
o Love is not selfish, quick tempered, and it does not keep a
record of wrongs.

o Love rejoices in the truth but not in euvil.
o Love is supportive, loyal, hopeful, and trusting.

o

In other words---Love is a verb---an action!!!
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What is interesting is that according to Jesus it is more important to be
faithful than to talk about faith---it is more important to love than to follow the right
rituals---and it is more important to show faith in the fruit of our lives than to be
the proper kind of tree. There is no mention in any of these passages of being
properly baptized, being a member of the right or correct church, believing that
the Bible is the Word of God or any of the hundreds of other conditions we have
placed on faithfulness.

-4-
In the modern world this is often not the message that we receive from the

church. Listening to the rhetoric of too many the impression of God that we gain

* Matthew 22:34-40
5 Matthew 25:31-46



is that God is vengeful and unkind. God smites national leaders that give away
too much of Israel®----God hates persons who are Gay’---God calls us to Kill
those who believe differently----God strikes New Orleans with a hurricane
because God is upset with abortion.2. The image of God that one often discerns
from some of those who speak for the church is that God is angry, unkind, and
can hardly wait to hear the torturous cries of the damned. This is a very different
image than what Jesus said God was all about. Itis a very different image than
what is implied in the Great Commandment.
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How do we manifest love in our modern world? Our world has many
problems and a lot of folks and behaviors that it is difficult to affirm or feel good
about. Yet, JesusQvorld had similar issues and similar emotions. There were
people who insisted in JesusQime that God was calling Israel to kill the Roman
occupiers, calling people to reject and avoid Samaritans, calling people to reject
Gentiles, to stone women caught in adultery and ignore the men, and there were
those who portrayed God as angry, vengeful, and right down mean spirited.
Jesus by his action and words presented a different image---a different message.
Those who responded found that their way to a God who loved, who forgave,
and who welcomed all. Those who responded to Jesus began calling his

message Ghe gospel3--the GOOD NEWS!!!

% http://usatoday.com/news/nation/2006-01-05-robertson_x.htm.

7 Among the many reference points see Media Matters when Pat Robertson suggested that God would
respond to Gay Days with an earthquake. http://mediamatters.org/items/printable/200505020002.

¥ Pat Robertson claimed Katrina was linked to legalized abortion on September 12, 2005. From

http://mediamatters.org/items/printable/200509130004.




| contend that our world needs to hear that refreshing, life changing Good
news as much today as then. What our world does NOT need is more anger;
more hate talk, more line-in-the-sand drawings and more war making. We do not
need to be called to Crusades or see ourselves as battling other cultures. We do
not need to heap more judgment and more condemnation upon groups of people
who have been marginalized and dumped upon.

Tragically we as the church have been pretty good at doing this. Not too
long ago divorced persons were not welcomed into churches nor were divorced
pastors allowed to serve. In some churches the debate continues as to whether
GodN the almighty God---the God of all creation---the same God who spoke
through a bush--can speak and act through women. Sometimes we have not
been very loving.

Yet, we are called to love God, to love our neighbor and to love ourselves.
For the past several weeks we have explored the implications of what this
means. We have shared what one group of pastors from several main line
denominations saw as the priorities of loving God, loving neighbor and loving
self. Perhaps each congregation should do something similar as those pastors
did---flesh out what it means to love God, love neighborN asking who is
neighbor---and to love ourselves.

We live in hard times and in a hard and harsh world. The world needs the
refreshing Good News of God® love in Jesus Christ. The world needs more
Good Samaritans and less priests who walk on the other side of the road. The

world needs more interventions as Jesus did when he stopped the stoning of a



woman caught in adultery. The world needs more peaceN less war---more
forgivenessN less hatred---and more grace and less judgment.

The Great Commandment is like a circle---a dynamic ever flowing energy
circle that stretches into a 3-dimensional slinky. Loving God flowing into loving of
neighbor---loving neighbor flowing into loving ourselves---loving ourselves flowing
into God and others. The circle flows---all parts important---one part emphasized
at one time and another at another time.

I have found God through worship, music, and the rituals of the church. |
have found God building a home in Mexico for strangers. | have found God
within myself. Love GodN love our neighbor as we love ourselves.

This year we will face challenges and opportunities. God will use us as
God has in the past. We will find opportunities to love GodN to love one another
and we will learn to accept and love ourselves.

If we were to adopt a motto---a mission statement the Great
Commandment would not be a bad one. Like the scribe if we did this we would
find ourselves not far from God® Kingdom. If this were our mission statement we
would need to ask seriously: how are we loving God---how are we loving
neighbors and how are we loving ourselves?

A few weeks ago | was in Albuquerque attending a class on the history
and polity of the UCC churchN one of our denominations. Our study group had
gone out to dinner. As we emerged from the restaurant and made our way to the
car we passed a person asking for change. | walked right pass him much as the

Levite must have walked passed the man on the side of the road. One thing



about preaching a series of sermons on the Great Commandment is that it is
foremost in your mind. | turned back and gave the man some money. He said,
@od bless you!!!O| think | met God for a brief moment. Love God---Love your

neighborN Love yourself---This is the Good News. Amen



